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wyl not bee unwillinge to dye, but rather take a good hope to him,
and either dispatche himself out of that payneful lyfle, as out of a
prison, or a racke of tormente, or elles suffer himself wyllinglye to be
rydde oute of it by other.
' And in so doinge they telle him he shall doo wysely, seing by his
deathe he shall lose no commoditye, but ende his payne. And bycause
in that acte he shall followe the counsel of the pryestes, that is to
save, of the interpreters of gooddess wyll and pleasure, they shewe
him that he shall do lyke a godly and a vertuous man. They that be
thus persuaded, finyshe theire lives willynglye, either with hunger, or
elles dye in their sleape without anye fealing of deathe. But they
cause none suche to dye agaynste his wyll, nor they use no less dily-
gence and attendaunce aboute him, belevinge this to be an honorable
deathe.
Elles he that killeth himself before that the pryestes and the coun-
sel have allowed the cause of his deathe, him as unworthy either to
be buryed, or with fier to be consumed, they caste unburied into some
stinkinge marrish. The woman is not maried before she be xviii.
yeres olde. The man is iiij. yeres elder before he marye. If either
the man or the woman be proved to have actually offended before
theire marriage, with an other, the partye that so hathe trespaced is
sharpelye punished. And bothe the offenders be forbidden ever after
in al theire lyfe to marrye: oneles the faulte be forgeven by the
princes pardone. But both the good man and the good wyfe of the
house, where that offense was committed, as beinge siacke and negly-
gent in lokinge to theire chardge, be in daunger of greate reproche
and infamye. That offense is so sharpely punyshed, because they
perceave, that onles they be diligentlye kept from the libertye of
all the lyfe must be led with one, and also all the griefes and dis-
pleasures comrning therewith paciently be taken and borne.
Farthermore in chuesinge wyfes and husbandes they observe earn-
estly and straytelye a custome, which serned to us very fonde and
folyshe. For a sad and an honest matron sheweth the woman, be she
niayde or widdowe, naked to the wower. And lykewyse a sage and
discrete man exhibyteth the wower naked to the woman. At this
custome we laughed, and dlsalowed it as foolishe. But they on the
other part doo greatlye wonder at the follye of al other nations,
whyche in byine a colte, whereas a lytle money is in hasarde, be so
charye and circumspecte, that thoughe he be almost all bare, yet they
wyll not bye hym, oneles the saddel and all the harneies be taken
of, leaste under those coverynges be hydde some galle or soore.
And yet in chuesinge a wyfe, whyche shalbe either pleasure or dis-
pleasure to them all theire lyfe after, they be so recheles, that al the
resydewe of the wooman's bodye beinge covered with cloothes, they
esteme her scaselye be one handebredeth (for they can se no more